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Domesticconstruction
projectsinthe 1970s (lil)

Korea accelerated its effort to develop a
highway network in the 1970s by building
the Gyeongbu Expressway between Seoul
and Busan and the Gyeongin Expressway
between Seoul and Incheon, which led the
construction of domestic highways to grow in
volume, Hyundai E&C was at the center of the
development initiative. Starting with the Yeo-
ngdong Expressway (Singal-Saemal) in 1971,
Hyundai E&C worked on the Honam-Nam-
hae Expressway (Dagjeon-Suncheon-Busan)
in 1973, the Yeongdong Expressway (Saemal-
Gangneung) and the Donghae Expressway
in 1975, and the Guma Expressway (Daegu-
Masan) in 1977

The country’s most representative high-
way construction around that time was the
Yeongdong Expressway. The project con-
sisted of two phases: the first in 1971 and the
second in 1974, For the second phase of the
construction linking between Saemal and
Gangneung, Hyundai E&C used mixture
of aggregates and natural sand to adopt the
anti-frost layer laid under the sub-base layer,
the first of its kind in the domestic construc-
tion market. The Honam-Namhae Express-
way project stretched 437.6 kilometers
through the Honam plains down to Busan. In
its effort to successfully execute the project,
Hyundai E&C improved its technological
capability by acquiring knowledge on pave-
ment and soft ground processing,

Hyundai E&C set out to build bridges
after the restoration project of the Hangang
Bridge in the wake of the Korean Armistice
Agreement. Later in the 1970s, the build-
er completed the construction of the Mapo
Bridge and the Jamsil Bridge crossing the
Han River,

Hyundai E&C also completed the con-
struction of the Namsan 1st Tunnel in
August 1970. Garnering recognition for its
technological capability, the builder was
awarded a deal to build the Namsan 3rd
Tunnel. The successful completion of the
construction of the Namsan 3rd Tunnel in
February 1978 enabled Hyundai E&C to gain
a solid footing as a leading builder in the
domestic tunnel construction.

Hyundai E&C showed excellent construc-
tion capabilities in the construction of sub-
ways and railroads as well as highways and
other roads.

Out of 12 construction zones of Seoul Sub-
way Line 1, Hyundai E&C was responsible
for the construction of Zone 7 between Jong-
no 3-ga Station and Jongno 5-ga Station.
Following the construction of Seoul Subway
Line 1 completed in August 1974, the build-
er later participated in Subway Line 2 to 9in
the metropolitan area, Airport Railroad and
Gyeongeui Line as well as subway lines in
the country’s six largest cities.
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